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Circulation area—informally treated—takes advantage of 
excellent light for catalog, reference and reading areas. 


Topeka Selects Library Bureau 
Equipment for New Building 


Library Bureau’s Plan- 
ning Service gave tech- 
nical help to both the 
Librarian and the Archi- 
tects of the Public 
Library of Topeka, 
Kansas. The authorities 
feel well repaid for their 
confidence in placing 
this responsibility in 
Library Bureau hands. 
The equipment for 
every room and depart- 
ment makes this an out- 
standing achievement in 
informal and functional 
appointments. 


Informal reading area... 
record shelving alcove in background. 
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I. MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS—CHANGE IN EDITORIAL BOARD 


Mr. Sam Marino, who for the past three years has been Assistant 
Librarian at the University of Mississippi, and during the absence of 
Sykes Hartin served as Acting Director, will leave the University in June 
to accept a position as Director of Libraries at Indiana State Teachers’ 
College, Terre Haute. In addition to his service to the University Mr. 
Marino did good work as college library reporter for Mississippi Library 
News. Best wishes of Mississippi library friends will go with Mr. Marino 
in his new position. 


Miss Virginia Robinson, cataloger at Mississippi State College for 
Women, has agreed to act as college library reporter for Mississippi 
Library News. Miss Robinson did a good job as reporter for the state 
association last year. We understand that her talents are not limited to 
writing. They say she paints lovely pictures, is an expert photographer 
and drives like Jehu. 


Dr. W. D. McCain has accepted the responsibility of gathering and 
reporting news for Special Libraries, which have not been represented 
before. 
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II. INSIDE MISSISSIPPI 
(And Mississippi Libraries via the Workshop Tour) 


The traveling Workshop Tour, arranged by the Mississippi Library 
Commission for May 13, 14 and 15 was more than a tour — it was an 
experience! Now the term experience includes quite a bit; and, from 
all reports that have come in from both hosts and travelers, it involved 
inspiration, information, elucidation and yes — even endurance. 


Where They went: Time and geography being what they are, it was 
not possible to visit all of the libraries in the state in three days. A 
route was chosen that would involve the least wasted miles and include 
the widest variety of types of library service. The itinerary covered 
libraries in Canton, Durant, Greenwood, Clarksdale, Batesville, Univer- 
sity, Pontotoc, Tupelo, West Point, Meridian and Forest. 


Who They Were: Trustees who made the trip were: Miss Elizabeth 
Brown, Meridian; Mrs. Tera Howard and Mrs. Iola Magee, Lawrence 
County. Librarians who made all, or part of the tour, were: Manie 
Berry, Mrs. T. L. Tubbie, Mrs. Corrie Mitchell, Mrs. W. W. Weems, and 
Mrs. Marjorie Murray of Capital Regional Library; Willie Dee Robbins 
and Irene Smith Cook of Fisk Library in Natchez; Mary Sherard and 
Mrs. Juliette Porter of Vicksburg Public; Harvey Mowrey and Mrs. Kath- 
leen Alford of Meridian Public; Mrs. Jessie Pounders of Lawrence County 
Library; Mrs. Marie Croswell of Neshoba County Library, Philadelphia; 
Gretchen Guthrie of Port Gibson Public; Florence Freidhoff of Biloxi 
Public; Mattie Milner, Fanny Taber, Eunice Eley, Martha Couty and Lura 
Currier of the Library Commission staff. Maria Person of Gulfport 
Public; Mrs. Alice Dwyer of the Columbus Library; Jim Housel and Mrs. 
Betty Holder of First Regional Library; Elizabeth Jones of Grenada 
County Library; Mrs. Elizabeth Holcomb of Lee County Library, Tupelo; 
Dorothy Hayes and Emma Smith, Greenwood Public Library. Then, of 
course, there were the staffs, trustees and friends in the libraries visited 
who were certainly a part of the workshop group but couldn’t go on the 
tour because they had to stay home and get ready for company. 


Surprise guest of the tour was Sarah Jones, field worker of the 
Louisiana State Library, who “joined up” with the bus at Batesville and 
stayed on for even more about Mississippi libraries through a week-end 
in Meridian. 
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What They Saw: The efforts of the Planning Committee to get variety 
in the presentation of the service were successful indeed. Everywhere 
the tour stopped there was something different to see — equally well- 
planned, equally informative. 


Canton — Emphasis here was on the attractiveness of the physical 
plant, the illustration of a library in a community building, and the 
very practical way that the librarian has enlisted the backing and finan- 
cial help of nearly every civic group in the city. 


Durant — The administrative center of the Holmes County Library 
system served as a good illustration of the fact that regardless of how 
small a library is and how few resources it has it still can be set up 
on an integrated basis and have the best in cooperative structure that 
staff and budget can allow. Each of the separate towns in Holmes 
County — Pickens, Durant, Lexington and Tchula, have remained to- 
gether in one unified system to give county library service. 


Greenwood — Besides hearing of the exciting new plans for an 
added wing to the very crowded library building, the Greenwood staff 
featured its extensive work with the American Heritage Project discus- 
sion groups. Leaders and participants from all the six groups in the city 
and county divided the various aspects of American Heritage among 
them and discussed these points for a brief three minutes each. The 
American Heritage program, and other discussion meetings at the library 
for a Parent-Study Group and for mechanics show the influence of a 
library that makes itself a vital part of the community. 


Clarksdale — Advance information sent out regarding the tour 
promised a bird’s-eye-view of a good over all library program, since 
this is not a library with just one strong point of service but many. Each 
of the department heads had prepared a mimeographed account of de- 
partment activity and the different staff members conducted the visitors, 
in small groups, to the various areas, explaining and answering questions 
about how things are done. Visitors were very much impressed by the 
vast amount of work done and the service given to the public. Some 
impressive features of the library were: The young people’s room, the 
art and special features room, the outside book deposit, service to city 
schools, bookmobile service to both white and colored patrons, an active 
and interested library board and officials, as evidenced by their presence 
at the library. 


Batesville — The contribution here was two-fold. This was the first 
view of a branch library operating under a regional setup; then, there 
was the unique housing of the library in what was a former church 
building. While prayer rails, pews, and choir lofts are not standard 
library equipment, they have been utilized to advantage here by the 
resourceful Batesville Woman’s Club who have assumed responsibility 
for the library building. 


University — Sykes Hartin divided the visitors into groups and sent 
them with staff members through the various departments of the Uni- 
versity Library, including the Mississippi room, reference department, 
cataloging and technical processing, order work, circulation routines, and 
Department of Library Science. At lunch, each University staff member 
who could be spared accompanied a small group of the visitors, con- 
tinuing to answer questions about the operation of the beautiful new 
library. 


Pontotoc — Here the small county library, without funds sufficient 
for little more than a one-man staff, maintains local service in the town 
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library (with super service to the nearby school) and gives bookmobile 
service to all the county as well. No, they can’t afford it, but they do. 
Then, too, here is the maximum of financial effort with a mill tax from 
both the city and the county and a good illustration that even after 
officials have given the most they can afford there still is not enough 
money to pay for the type library service that interested library users 
of Pontotoc County demand and deserve. 


Tupelo — Lee County was asked to show their public relations tech- 
niques and to explain the steps taken to inaugurate their new library 
service to the colored race. Mindful of the fact that a good public rela- 
tions program is dependent upon the media of publicity as well as upon 
the library, Elizabeth Holcomb invited the reporter from the Tupelo 
Journal and the radio announcer from the local station to talk to the 
group about the relationships of the newspaper, the library and the radio 
station. By means of charts, graphs, pictures and a first hand visit to 
the new Strange Library Branch the group learned of the Negro service 
in Lee County. 


West Point — As headquarters for the Tombigbee Regional Library 
the old Carnegie building at West Point has had a face-lifting. How she 
went about getting that done was Lucile Miller’s chief story. Enough 
was left, hidden away in the basement, of former drab, dull walls for 
the visiting librarians to see what miracles had been performed by paint 
and varnish and lights. Hospital service through volunteer church groups 
was one of the fine examples of community cooperation explained. 


Meridian — A living embodiment of “a place for everything and 
everything in its place” is the circulation desk in the Meridian Public 
Library. Not one to have any traffic with inefficiency or lost motion, 
Librarian Jeanne Broach has designed a masterpiece in desks that are 


workable. The group was impressed with the Broach-designed desk. Miss 
Broach also explained the details that operate the record collection, 
whereby library patrons have the use of musical records in the library 
and to take home as they do books. Examples of posters that have been 
made with relatively little expense and do not require too much artistic 
talent were displayed. The lighted bulletin board out on the street and 
the displays on the outside of the bookmobile were featured. 


Whom They Met: At Canton, Mrs. John Robinson, librarian and Mrs. 
Ralph Burton, assistant, were present with trustee, Mrs. E. H. Hart. At 
Durant the librarian, Mrs. R. W. Rhyne, Jr., was ill and could not meet 
the visitors, but two of her faithful trustees, Mrs. W. P. Taylor and Mrs. 
J. L. Longinotti, and members of the county library staff were there 
including the librarian from Pickens, Mrs. Lina Farabee, and two assist- 
ants from Durant, Mrs. Lillie Brown and Mrs. J. T. Neeley. Heritage 
leaders in Greenwood included: Mrs. J. B. Davis, Dorothy Moore, Albert 
King, Seth Wheatley, Fred Witty and Dan Kelley — Mr. Kelley was in 
a dual role since he is also a trustee of the library. Heritage participants 
were Mrs. Tarver and Mrs. King; trustees besides Mr. Kelley were, chair- 
man of the Board, Alfred Stoner who welcomed the group, and Tom 
Person, well-known author of children’s books; Dorothy Hayes and her 
staff, of course, were there, including Emma Wilson Smith, Virginia 
Turnipseed, and Lillian Hyde. As a welcoming committee Clarksdale 
had Mayor John Newman; Supervisor J. E. Merritt; Board Chairman, 
George F. Maynard and Mrs. Maynard; Trustee, Mrs. F. E. Gilliland, in 
addition to the staff — Louise Trevilion, Mary Alice Hatchett, Mary Rob- 
bins, Marguerite Graves, Eva Oswalt, Elizabeth Belenchia and Anona 
Jenkins. At Batesville the librarian, Lottie Byers, was assisted in receiv- 
ing the visitors by Mrs. G. H. Wood of the Woman’s Club and Mrs. Imo- 
gene Busby, Panola County CLM chairman. Sykes Hartin at the Univer- 
sity had his whole staff alerted to help make the tour profitable and 
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enlightening to the visitors. The only way to be sure of naming every 
one who was at the Pontotoc Library would be to say Pontotoc County. 
Ludie Wood, librarian, was backed up that day, as she is every day, by 
the whole community it seemed. The elected officials from both city and 
county, the clergy, the school people, the club leaders, library trustees — 
they were there! This reporter got the names and the spirit of the occa- 
sion all mixed up and cannot name them all but cannot forget with what 
cordiality, wit and friendliness Mrs. Francis Furr, Board Chairman, 
presided. Mr. Thurman Bryant, another trustee was present also, as were 
Mrs. J. R. Patterson, State President of the Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
and other club leaders. At Tupelo Elizabeth Holcomb and her crew were 
on hand including Frankie Erck, Ruby Cox. and Jeannine Tod Eaton. 
Mrs. W. C. Mathews, member of the Library Commission board, and Mrs. 
Gilmer Garmon, trustee, welcomed the visitors and served lovely refresh- 
ments. West Point had its staff present, among whom were Lucile Miller, 
Mrs. Jack Dalton, Mrs. Esther Pippin, Mrs. Esther Vaughn and Mrs. H. 
E. Wamble. We missed Ida Bullen, who was absent due to illness that 
day. Mrs. E. B. Nash, chairman of the Library Commission Board, invited 
the visitors to her home at the end of the day, and, though the day 
had been long, the beautiful tea table, the good food — presided over 
by Miss Lucy Heard — West Point Librarian for 35 years — and pleasant 
company made a perfect ending for the day. At Meridian, Hon. Ross A. 
Collins, trustee and former member of Congress, and Mrs. Sally Chan- 
cellor, library assistant, greeted the visitors at the door. Later they met 
Librarian Jeanne Broach, Margaret Byrd, Peggy Owen and Rue Herring- 
ton. When we arrived in Forest Mrs. Ruby Craig, assistant, showed the 
visitors through the library which the group had expressed a wish to see, 
even at the close of three days of hard travel. 


What Else Happened: There was much more to the tour, of course, 
than just visiting the libraries, which all added up to make it a wonder- 
ful trip. Refreshments were so plentiful that Mattie Milner records the 
group ate seven times on Friday. The beautifully served refreshments at 
the Lee County Library, the fried chicken at the Greenwood Leflore 
Hotel, smorgasbord dinner at Tupelo’s Rex Plaza and black bottom pie 
at Weidmann’s in Meridian all tied for first place in the group’s own 
Duncan Hines. Then there were more drinks and food at Clarksdale, 
Batesville and Pontotoc. There was nothing to choose between, either, 
in the case of the Plantation Motel at Clarksdale and the Marshall Motel 
in West Point for sleeping accommodations — both were perfect. There 
were other things such as Clarksdale’s sack of clever gifts — a cross 
between Christmas and the game of Fishpond. And how did Clarence 
Snelling, representative of the Charles Gardner Book Co., know that by 
the third morning out artificial stimulation was going to be so welcome 
in the form of delicious hot coffee served to each of the travelers before 
getting out of bed. Meridian’s corsages added a decorative and personal 
touch — the kind of flowers that some of us kept wearing for days, 
after leaving them at evening in the refrigerator. 


What They Said: There must have been things about the Tour that 
the participants or hosts did not like. But they didn’t say so. At least 
they didn’t say so where the reporter could find out about it. So, mind- 
ful that this is a one-sided view, and convinced that there are enough 
brickbats already being hurled in the world, here are the bouquets. They 
wrote these things in reports of the tour: 


“The most rewarding experience I have had since I started in public 
library work.” “Pleasant, comfortable, inexpensive and educational.” 
“Gave me a better over all picture of Mississippi libraries.” “Couldn’t 
be improved on.” “Guides were most interesting; the rotation plan of 
seating was excellent.” “We truly appreciate the Library Commission 
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Board’s making this tour possible.” “Stimulating.” “A most practical 
way to consider library problems.” “More important than the helpful 
hints about library practices is the feel that such a tour engenders. Li- 
brarians do need their faith re-stirred, their belief in the importance of 
their work kept strong. Problems become insignificant and goals para- 
mount as the result of such an inspiring tour.” “ ... it was the best 
thing that has happened in Mississippi libraries in a long time.” 


They said that they learned these things, among others: “That it is 
not necessary to have an accession book.” “I learned to know many of 
the librarians better.” “Due to the specialized nature of my work I did 
not learn many details that are helpful but I did enjoy the opportunity 
to get a broader view of the work in the state.” “I am back at work 
today, happy to be a librarian spreading the wonderful world of books.” 
“Why didn’t I ever think of getting church groups to sponsor hospital 
service as at West Point, for they are a ‘natural’?” “Library trustees 
must keep librarians mindful that trustees are happy people.” (!) “With 
time and enough faith we can develop our library facilities further and 
become part of some regional library.” “More about Mississippi than I 
had ever known.” “I learned that the more I put this library before the 
public the more readers I will have.” “Others are struggling, too; they 
just started sooner!” “Light colors, including woodwork are more cheer- 
ful in libraries.” “Various methods may be used in libraries to accomplish 
a common purpose.” “I can improve my exhibits. ” “A successful library 
isn’t just means and methods, but spirit.” “More about bookmobile 
service.” “I learned what can be accomplished with money and some 
assistance.” “Even small towns can organize an American Heritage 
group.” “My head is so full of things that I learned that I am afraid 
to open my mouth for fear I will lose some of them.” “We had so 
much fun.” 


Everyone came back tired but happy and with one voice saying: “I 
hope we do this again next year.’ 
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v 





Ill. NEWS FROM LIBRARIES 


1. School Libraries 
Reported by Sue Coltharp 


The two big meetings for school librarians in March were well at- 
tended. 


There were more than 100 librarians at the library section of MEA. 
Miss Louise Meredith, Library Supervisor of the Tennessee Department 
of Education, was the featured speaker. She spoke on “Recent Trends 
in School Library Service”. The new officers elected for the next school 
year are: President, Mary Joan Finger; Vice-president, Gilda Bethea; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Ruthlyn Austin, school librarian, Hattiesburg. 


The first state meeting of student assistants, on March 6, was at- 
tended by librarians and assistants fromi as far north as Arkabutla and 
as far south as Pascagoula. There were 237 people, 197 of these were 
students. 37 schools were represented. The meeting opened in Central 
High School Auditorium with Jimmy Woods, Columbia High School, 
presiding. The welcome was given by Eliza Cottingham, Central High 
School, Jackson, followed by a skit, “The Atomic Bookshop”, presented 
by Durant High School. Mr. Kirby Walker, Superintendent, Jackson Pub- 
lic Schools, presented the speaker, who was Mr. Tom Person, author 
and teacher, in the Greenwood Public Schools. Leaders of discussion 
groups were: Reference, Miss Clyde Williams, Clinton High School; 
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Library Clubs, Miss Mary Joan Finger, Clarksdale; Circulation, Miss 
Madeline Flynt, Mississippi Southern College; Future Librarians, Mrs. 
Lura Currier, Mississippi Library Commission; and Mr. Johnnie Richards, 
Mississippi Southern College; Book Selection, Mrs. Hazel Polk, Forest 
Hill High School; Book Mending, Margaret Gooch, Anna Sue Bishop, 
Phoebe Bethany, Peggy Rogers, Central High School, Jackson, and Miss 
Mary Ellen Guess, Jackson Public Schools; Audio-Visual Materials, Mr. 
W. D. R. Stovall, State Department of Education. Vertical File, Mrs. 
Louise Kimbrell, McComb High School; Publicity, Mrs. Jennie Beth 
Clark, Columbia High School; Periodicals, Mrs. Edith Herbert, Carr Cen- 
tral High School, Vicksburg; Audio-Visual Materials, Miss Alberta Ed- 
mondson, Jackson Public Schools; Clinic for Regional Officers, Mr. 
Stephen F. Clark, West Tallahatchie High School, Webb. After the gen- 
eral assembly Mr. Person autographed copies of his new book, TROUBLE 
ON THE TRACE. 


The state student officers elected were, Donald Dana, Jr., Columbia 
High School, president; Eleanor Lacy Wright, Crystal Springs High 
School, vice-president; Betty Lynn Jones, Hollandale High School, sec- 
retary. 


Plans are now being made for the second state meeting of student 
assistants. Since those present at the first meeting seemed to prefer a 
fall meeting, it will be held in October or November. Details will be 
announced later. 


Since the school year is coming to a close, there are not so many 
regional meetings to report. 


Region VIII met at Itawamba Junior College, Fulton, April 3. “Re- 
cent Developments in Regional Organization” was discussed by Miss 








SINCE 1906 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


New Orleans 12, La. 


DISTRIBUTORS OF BOOKS FOR ALL PUBLISHERS 


LARGEST STOCK OF TECHNICAL BOOKS IN THE SOUTH 


Also Representatives of 
WILCOX-FOLLETT LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS IN MISSISSIPPI 
Write For This Catalogue 


Send us your Want List of out of print books. Search and 
quotations submitted without obligation or cost. 

















LIBRARY NEWS 49 





Annabelle Koonce. Mrs. Minnie Deaton, Librarian, Itawamba Junior 
College, spoke on “How Regional Organization Helps”. New officers for 
the librarians group are: Mrs. Ruth G. Martin, Booneville, president; 
Mr. Newt L. Ivy, Center, vice-president; Miss Kathleen McBrayer, New 
Albany, secretary; Miss Thelma Adams, Tupelo, chairman of professional 
relations committee. New officers for the student group are: T. H. 
Watson, Center, president; Barbara Warren, New Albany, vice-president; 
Jo Ann Young, Booneville, secretary. 


The fall meeting for this group will be held in Booneville. 


Region IX visited State College Library, March 27. Mrs. H. L. Thomp- 
son, president, reports that, in spite of the rain, six schools were repre- 
sented. 


Region XIII met April 22, at All Saints College, Vicksburg. 


We are very proud of Mrs. Georgette B. Hall, Librarian, Bay St. 
Louis High School. Her first novel of early New Orleans (1830) and 
Texas is on the bookstands. The title is HOUSE ON RAMPART STREET. 
Mrs. Hall says she is bursting with excitement in the anticipation of 
filling a space on her library shelves with one of her very own books. 
Our congratulations go to Mrs. Hall. 


Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, Librarian, Hinds Junior College, has been busy 
cataloging records for their music department. She has just completed 
79 albums and 67 single records. Her assistant, Miss Joyce Sowell, has 
taken care of the very attractive displays in the library this year. Some 
of her titles were: “New Year, New Books” (January), “The Book to 
Live By” (Religious Education Week), “Three Strikes, You’re Out” (Base- 
ball), “Let’s All be Thankful” (Thanksgiving), “Which Shoe Fits You?” 
(Vocations). Mrs. Rowzee also says that plans are being considered for 
air-conditioning the library this summer. 


Mrs. Caroline M. Badow, Librarian, Greenville High School, deplores 
the very crowded conditions in their schools this year. Next year the 
story will be different. They expect to be in their new high school and 
the library will be one of the finest in the state! 


Miss Mattie Mae Vivrette, Librarian, Jones County Agricultural High 
School and Junior College reports much activity on their campus, di- 
rected by her and Mrs. W. O. Harrison, Junior High Librarian. They 
were hosts to one of the regional assistant’s meetings; both librarians and 
3 students were represented at the state student assistants meeting; their 
school paper carries book reviews and lists of new books and materials 
as they are added each week; they were featured on Junior College radio 
program; they keep two glass front exhibit cases with colorful book 
jackets and materials. 


There is an especially fine relationship between the high school 
library and the upper elementary teachers in the Clinton High School. 
Miss E. Clyde Williams is librarian. 


Miss Williams collects pamphlets, clippings, pictures, periodicals and 
books and sends them to teachers for the length of time needed for unit 
study. Much of the material is used with the opaque projector. 


Miss Eliza Backstrom, Quitman, has 12 valuable assistants to help 
her with the many routine duties of a study-hall librarian. Senior girls 
divide the typing; one girl has compiled a scrapbook of lives of present- 
day authors not found in Current Biography; one girl has given an 
original oil painting to the library; one boy shelves books; and one 
senior girl is considering the career of librarianship. 
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Sister M. Aurelia, librarian, reports that the Saint Joseph High 
School Library, Jackson, has had a wonderful group of pictures added 
to their collection. The presentation was made by their principal, the 
Reverend Gregory Johnson. It is the Pageant of America, forty large 
pictures mounted on cream mat board, 16”x 11”. The Pageant comes in 
its own file. The pictures, all vibrant with emotion and activity, are 
reproduced in the original colors and costumes under the personal super- 
vision of the artist, J.L.G. Ferris. 


Mary Joan Finger told of a very clever exhibit they had in their 
library in Clarksdale at Easter time. In the corridor their bulletin board 
had the caption, “Get the jump on spring — hop to the library and 
check out our new spring books”. In the library was a big Easter egg 
made from chicken wire and crepe paper and filled and running over 
with book jackets from new books. They have also had a Pan-American 
exhibit and Latin exhibit in conjunction with Spanish and Latin classes. 
They too will have a party for senior library assistants. 


Mrs. Bettye Herrin, Librarian at Sumrall High School, has an at- 
tractive remodeled library this year. It includes a workroom, bulletin 
boards, and other features not found in its former location. 


Miss Gilda Bethea, Librarian at East Forrest High School, Petal, will 
travel in Europe this summer. She was there during the summer of 1952 
and hopes to see many things that she missed on her first trip. 


West Lincoln School, Mrs. Clarence Gill, Librarian, will have a new 
library in the addition being made to their school. 


Ena Kay Hudson, Librarian, Beat Four School, Wayne County, is at 
Emory University working toward a library degree. 
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Miss Clyde Williams wili attend Louisiana State University this sum- 
mer to continue work on her library degree. 


Miss Coralyn Crowell, Librarian at Cary High School, will be married 
as soon as school is out. 


Mary Barwick, a 1954 graduate of M.S.C.W., will be librarian at 
Drew High School next year. 


Officers and committee members of the state organization for student 
library assistants met April 8 at the State Office Building to plan for 
the second meeting, which is tentatively set for November 6. Those at- 
tending the business meeting were Donald Dana, Jr., president, of Colum- 
bia; Marcia Anne Brocato of Central High School, Jackson; Betty Lynn 
Jones of Hollandale, secretary; George Morrison of Laurel High School; 
Eleanor Lacy Wright of Crystal Springs, vice-president; Margaret White 
of Clinton High School; Miriam Langley of Central High School, Jackson. 


Mississippi Southern College is holding a school library workshop 
July 26-30 for which two quarter-hours of credit may be earned. Miss 
Sybil Baird, Librarian of Indian Springs School, Helena, Alabama, will 
serve as consultant. Additional information may be had by writing Miss 
Anna Roberts, Librarian at Mississippi Southern, Hattiesburg, or Anna- 
belle Koonce in the State Department of Euucation, Jackson. 


School librarians planning to attend the ALA meeting in Minne- 
apolis this summer are Mary Love and Verlie Duncan of the Jackson 
Public Schools and Annabelle Koonce of the State Department of Edu- 
cation. 
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2. College Libraries 
Reported by Samuel J. Marino 
State College: 


The MITCHELL MEMORIAL LIBRARY at State College has been 
named for the late Fred T. Mitchell, President of the college from 1945 
to 1953. The dedication ceremony, Dean Herbert Drennon presiding, was 
held on May 19. Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, Director, Joint University Libraries, 
Nashville, was the principal speaker. 


On March 27, twenty-one student assistants from the high school 
libraries at Ackerman, Louisville, McAdams, Ellison Ridge, Goodman, 
and Scooba met at the Mitchell Memorial Library at State College. Mar- 
garete Peebles, Circulation Librarian, gave a talk on publicity and its 
value. Displays of books and bulletin boards were set up and slides of 
the library were shown. 


Anne Gaines, Assistant Reference Librarian, State College, was in- 
vited to participate in Career Day at the Stephen D. Lee High School 
in Columbus on April 20. She gave a talk on various aspects of librarian- 
ship and took part in a group discussion with twenty girls. 


University: 


J. S. Hartin, Director of Libraries, was the featured speaker at the 
Holy Name Society supper in Oxford, May 13. His topic was “Illumina- 
tion of Manuscripts”. 


Hallie Eggleston, Circulation Librarian, is now scholarship advisor 
for the Chi chapter of the Delta Delta Delta. She has been president of 
the Tri-Delta Alumnae Club during the past year. 
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Mary Susan Hamilton, Catalog Librarian, on May 8 became the bride 
of Earl Smith. Mr. Smith is a student in the Medical School. The 
couple will reside in Oxford and Mrs. Smith will continue as Catalog 
Librarian at the University. 


Delta State: 


Miss Eleanor Harkins, Librarian, is taking her annual vacation in 
England. She is expected back in Cleveland June 2 


The discussion group, sponsored by the Roberts Memorial Library 
of Delta State, held its last meeting on May 7. The group included stu- 
dents and Cleveland citizens as well as faculty members. A similar 
project is planned for the fall. 


The two Library Science courses to be offered during the summer 
quarter are Organization and Administration, and Reference. 


Through a gift to the College, Delta State is offering for 1954-55 term 
a scholarship open to a student interested in librarianship as a career. 
The recipient of this award will soon be selected from applications al- 
ready received by the Scholarship Committee. 


Nell Timmes, student library assistant, who will be graduated at 
the close of the spring quarter, has accepted a position for next year as 
a teacher in the Jackson City Schools. Bobbie Miller, who completed 
work for her degree during the winter quarter at Delta State, reports 
that her experience as a library assistant is helpful in her new job in 
the cancer research division of the University of Tennessee Medical 
School at Memphis. 


Mabel Brister of Delta State attended the State meeting of the Stu- 
dent Library Assistants and the Library Section of the MEA. Miss Brister, 
accompanied by Elizabeth Dakin, Assistant Librarian, also visited the 
library of Mississippi Vocational College at Itta Bena, in preparation 
for her participation in Career Day at Mound Bayou High School. Miss 
Brister reports unusual interest in librarianship was shown in the Career 
Day discussion by both students and teachers. Students were particularly 
interested in the amount of training required, schools offering courses 
in this field, and the salaries of librarians. 


All Saints: 


A meeting of Regional Library Assistants was staged at All Saints 
Episcopal College, Vicksburg, Thursday, April 22. Though this was a 
High School meeting, it was led by college scholarship girls who led 
discussion groups on magazines, cataloging, and accessioning. Leading 
the discussion groups were All Saints girls Evelyn Person, Carlotta Pratt, 
Caroline Wooley, Caroline Polk, and Anne Lowe. 


Running simultaneously with the Student Assistant Meeting was a 
meeting of adult librarians. Miss Anabelle Koonce, State Supervisor of 
School Libraries, asked for suggestions for the workshop to be held at 
Mississippi Southern this summer. Present were Mrs. J. G. Herbert, Jr., 
and Miss Zadie Neild of Carr Central High School, Vicksburg, and Mrs. 
Chisholm of Hollandale. Mrs. A. G. Alexander of the All Saints library, 
was hostess to the group. 


About 500 new books have been added to the All Saints library this 
year. Mrs. A. G. Alexander, librarian, plans to visit the University of 
Mississippi this summer and audit courses in book selection. 


Mr. Nash K. Burger, an editor of the New York Times Book Review, 
visited All Saints’ Episcopal Junior College recently under the sponsor- 
ship of the Lola Warren O’Ferrall Memorial Chair of English. 
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While at All Saints’ he gave to the library a liberal gift of books, 
all of them advance reviewer’s copies. Mr. Burger’s generous gift and 
critical spirit have done much to interest the college girls in Southern 
literature and the contemporary scene. A long waiting list for his books 
and a demand for more have been the result of his visit. 


A few of the books the editor presented to the library were Eudora 
Welty’s THE PONDER HEART, Pierce’s THE PLANTATION, THE 
FAULKNER READER, Barzun’s GOD’S COUNTRY AND MINE, and 
Walter Lord’s THE FREEMANTLE DIARY. 


Mr. Burger praised Eudora Welty and read some of the short sketches 
of Mississippi iife from THE PONDER HEART. “It’s much easier to 
write in a stately, formal tone than in a folksy, colloquial way,” he ven- 
tured. 


In one of his lectures Mr. Burger pointed out that Faulkner delves 
into the human mind and spirit, and shows man’s destiny as the out- 
come of choice. He commented on the complexity of Faulkner’s style 
and called it a deliberate attempt to show the complexity of human life 
and relationships. 


During the three days Mr. Burger visited All Saints’ he met inform- 
ally with the girls, giving them pointers on reviewing books and criti- 
cizing their work. 


Southwest Mississippi Junior College: 


Frances Murry, Librarian, reports that Annabelle Koonce headed the 
library committee on the evaluation program just completed there. 
Southwest Mississippi was the last of the junior college in the state 
to be evaluated. 


The library underwent some changes in preparation for the evalua- 
tion. The walls and woodwork were painted, draperies were added and 
also doors separating the main reading room from the stack and work 
room, the furniture and some shelving were moved to create a periodical 
nook. 


The Southwest Art Club lends paintings which beautify the library 
as well as help develop student appreciation of art. 


Mississippi Southern College: 


Mississippi Southern is now officially a member of the American 
Association of University Women. This means that all Southern women 
graduates with B.S., B.A., B. M.Ed. degrees would automatically be- 
come eligible for membership in any local AAUW chapter. All former 
graduates of the institution holding these degrees are also eligible. 


Mississippi State College for Women: 


Several hundred volumes from the library of the late Dr. Dabney 
Lipscomb, former official and professor at M.S.C.W., were presented to 
the library in April by Dr. Lipscomb’s widow, Mrs. Dabney Lipscomb 
of Columbus, and his daughter, Mrs. Julia Lipscomb Hays of California, 
an alumna of the college. In the collection are many books of historical 
and literary significance that will be of permanent value; i. e.. MEMOIRS 
AND LETTERS OF DOLLY MADISON, 1888; RECOLLECTIONS OF A 
LITERARY LIFE, by Mary Russell Mitford, 1852; SOUTHERN LIT- 
ERARY MESSENGER, v.4, 1838; an outstanding group of books on 
rhetoric and the English language; and many titles that are included in 
the recent catalog of Harvard’s Lamont Library. The books contain a 
book-plate memorializing Dr. Lipscomb. 
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Miss Martha Cason of Greenville, former Latin teacher and friend 
of President Charles P. Hogarth has given the library her choice col- 
lection of 46 standard works dealing with Latin literature, classical 
mythology, Greek and Roman religion, and archaeology. The books are 
a useful addition to the classical section of the library. 


The M.S.C.W. Library lacks the following Mississippi Geological 
Survey Bulletins and would appreciate aid in securing them: Nos. 22 
23, 24, 31, 34. 


In April, the Library featured a new book by an alumna, Mrs. Louise 
Eskrigge Crump, of Greenville, a detective story entitled, THE FACE 
OF FEAR, published by Longmans. In 1952, Mrs. Crump’s novel, HELEN 
TEMPLETON’S DAUGHTER was published. 


M.S.C.W. librarians were pleased and proud when three of our stu- 
dent patrons won places in the recent Southern Literary Festival: Gwen- 
dolyn Posey, junior, won first in informal essays, and the sweepstakes 
award; Betty Hester and Jacqueline Hancock won first and second, re- 
spectively, in one-act plays. Librarians naturally feel a kinship with the 
writers of tomorrow, as our growing libraries furnish background for 
their development. 


The following students will receive a B.S. degree, with a major in 
Library science, in May: Mary Kimbrough Alexander, Martha Louise 
Barwick, Mary Frances Barwick, Myra Joyce Bishop, Amy Ruth Black- 
well, Eleanor Anne Drake, Jo Ann Goodson, Cecilia Anne Harris, Fleta 
Mae Johnson, Auben Fay Lott, Betty Lane McIntosh, Joan Neal, Jane 
Charlene Rodgers, Marianne Morgan Spruill and Georgia Britton Taylor. 
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Ouida Steele of Starkville will receive a B. S. with a major in 
Library Science at the end of the summer. 


Mrs. W. W. Gibbs of Columbus, a graduate of Sophie-Newcomb Col- 
lege, will complete her 30 hours in Library Science in May. 


Alpha Beta Alpha, national undergraduate library science fraternity, 
held its second biennial convention at Murray State College, Murray, 
Kentucky. Cleo Battle and Mary Jane Weaver represented Beta Chapter 
from M.S.C.W. Outstanding speakers there were: Dr. E. Watson, Mr. 
Hamlin, Dr. Hunneston, Miss Meredith, and Dr. Lancour. 


Joan Neal, president of Beta Chapter of Alpha Beta Alpha at 
M.S.C.W., has received a letter from Mr. Eugene Watson, National Execu- 
tive Secretary, requesting that Beta Chapter send representatives to 
oe State University for the installation of a chapter there this 
month. 


Libraries that are interested may obtain a copy of Gen. E. T. Sykes’ 
“Walthall’s Brigade, a corsory sketch, with personal experiences”. 1905. 
623 p. 24cm. This item of Mississippiana is being distributed by Mis- 
sissippi State College for Women for Miss Augusta Sykes, retired libra- 
rian. The price is $1.00 plus postage. 
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The Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools has 
appointed committees to direct the compilation of a new edition of the 
Classified List of Reference Books and Periodicals for College Libraries. 
The basic edition appeared in 1940 and a revision was made in 1947. The 
list is intended “to establish some criteria for measuring the adequacy 
of college libraries”, as well as to “guide the strengthening of collections 
of member institutions.” The compilation of the lists has always been 
a cooperative effort of teachers, librarians and subject specialists. Direc- 
tion is given by an Advisory Committee and two Editorial Committees. 
The 1947 edition editor, W. Stanley Hoole, Director, University of Ala- 
bama, has again been appointed editor and chairman of the Advisory 
Committee, other members being Guy R. Lyle, Louisiana State Univer- 
sity, Gilbert Govan, University of Chattanooga and Louis Shores, Florida 
State University. Donald E. Thompson, Mississippi State College, is chair- 
man of the Editorial Committee for the list of reference books, and Edna 
Byers, Agnes Scott College, is chairman of the Editorial Committee for 
the list of periodicals. 


The Editorial Committees have circulated tentative lists for checking 
and it is expected that the list will be complete and ready for distribu- 
tion in the fall. 
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3. Special Libraries 
Reported by Dr. W. D. McCain 


Miss Louise Williams, Medical Librarian, Mississippi State Board of 
Health, has served as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Certification of 
the Medical Library Association for 1953-54. During the 5-year period 
since the Code for the Training and Certification of Medical Librarians 
was adopted, a total of 374 have been granted Certification of which 
number four qualified from Mississippi. Miss Williams will make a re- 
port of the year’s work on Certification at the Annual Meeting of the 
Medical Library Association in Washington, D. C., June 15-18, 1954. She 
will also attend a special meeting of the Committee on Standards for 
Medical Librarianship, of which she is a member. 





56 LIBRARY NEWS 





Mrs. Martha Howard, librarian, reports that the VA Library, Jack- 
son, participated in the observance of National Hospital Day, May 12, 
1954. Groups of High School Seniors from Jackson and Hinds County 
were especially invited to tour places of interest in the Hospital.. Book 
carts for ward service to patients and projected book machines, used 
primarily in the treatment of orthopedic patients were shown the visitors. 


Mrs. Frances M. Betts, Librarian of Mercy Hospital, Vicksburg, will 
attend the 53rd annual meeting of the Medical Library Association in 
Washington in June. Mrs. Betts writes that plans for a new hospital 
building include nice library quarters. 


Miss Frances L. Moak, who will be in charge of the library at the 
University Medical School in Jackson when the building is ready for 
operation, has been spending her time recently on recruiting nurses. 
Miss Moak writes, “Ours is the task of interpreting nursing to the people 
of Mississippi. Even though there are more nurses than ever before in 
our history, there is also a greater need for them. 


“Mississippians are justly proud of the progress the state has made 
in the last few years in nursing and allied fields. The hospital building 
program, the excellent public health program, eleven accredited schools 
of nursing, and a degree program in nursing at the University of Mis- 
sissippi all point the way to increased demands and opportunities for 
Mississippi girls interested in nursing.” 


Library books belonging to the Department of Public Welfare have 
been placed in the Library Commission and Miss Jean Gunter, Welfare 
librarian, is now assigned to work in the Commission. This fine collec- 
tion of specialized materials is handled and circulated just as other 
books in the Commission library. Welfare employees throughout the 
state now get library service from the Commission instead of from the 
Welfare Department. 


The following is a brief account of a longer report from Alan G. 
Skelton, Head, Research Center Library, Waterways Experiment Sta- 
tion, Vicksburg: 


“The Research Center was established some years ago to serve as a 
source of technical information for the Corps of Engineers in the special 
fields of Hydraulics, soil mechanics, flexible pavements, concrete, and 
related subjects. To facilitate essential information and reference services 
the Research Center maintains a first-class technical research library. 
The Research Center Library is administered to high professional stand- 
ards by qualified and experienced technical librarians. It either contains 
or has ready access to significant publications pertaining to current in- 
vestigations and related subjects in its special fields, and keeps abreast 
of new developments by normal library acquisitions of pertinent ref- 
erences, outstanding technical periodicals, etc., by interlibrary loan 
activities, and by the reciprocal exchange of technical publications with 
the leading foreign and domestic sources. A collection of over 30,000 
publications, supplemented as necessary by microfilm copies of hard-to- 
get items, is available. Library of Congress classification system is em- 
ployed, although subject headings have been developed locally to fit the 
particular needs. In addition to bibliographies compiled in the library, 
some of the best engineering indexes and bibliographies that have been 
published elsewhere are also available. An average of some 2,500 items 
are concurrently on loan from the Research Center Library to as many 
as 40 Corps of Engineers offices and to more than 20 other Government 
and private agencies.” 
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Miss Corinne Bass, University law librarian, is a member of the 
American Association of Law Librarians. She is responsible for collecting 
information from the Southeastern states. 
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4. Public Libraries 


CONVERSATION AT MIDNIGHT* 
By Mattie Milner and Lura Currier 


*With apologies to Edna St. Vincent Millay who we are sure would have 
enjoyed riding on a bookmobile had she not been so previously engaged 
riding on a ferry. 


Scene: A motel somewhere in Mississippi — just anywhere that the 
paths of two field workers might cross. 


Time: Midnight. 


Characters: (in the order of their appearance) Two tired field workers — 
tired but excited. Excited over the things that are happening to libraries 
in Mississippi and eager, even at the late hour, to share experiences with 
each other. 


Production notes: For props make sure that there is an abundance of 
black coffee for the night and a good alarm clock for the next morning. 


Milner: What a pleasant surprise that you’re spending the night here, 
too. First chance that we’ve had in weeks to visit. 


Currier: How many people would believe that two staff members whose 
desks occupy the same room would seldom get together to match notes 
except 200 miles from the office. 


Milner: But isn’t it wonderful to be able to get out into the state and 
visit with the people and to see how hard they are working on their 
libraries. 


Currier: Certainly is. Where have you been today? 


Milner: This has been a real day. I have just seen Lucille Peacock in 
the Evans Memorial Library at Aberdeen. Have you ever seen any- 
thing to beat the way she sells her library to the public? 


Currier: I certainly haven’t. Two summers ago when we were campaign- 
ing for regional library service in that area we laughingly said to her: 
“You are already giving service to the people in about six counties 
before they get into a regional set-up.” All through this whole area 
people constantly told us of the fine reference and research service 
they get at Evans Memorial. 


Milner: Yes, I know what you mean — and even more. Here is an 
example of a newspaper article in which she relates that in the past 
quarter, through answering written requests and in assisting research 
visitors, the library had made the town of Aberdeen known in 18 cities 
outside Mississippi and in 12 Mississippi towns. Lucile continues to 
tell the people that a library wants its wares known and used; that 
it’s not an ivory tower. And proof of the fact that they are beginning 
to believe it is that the circulation figures for the last quarter were 
more than 13,000. And into the Children’s Room alone trooped 10,051 
pairs of feet. 


Currier: One thing that has always impressed me about the historical 
emphasis of the Aberdeen Library is the consciousness of the library’s 
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place in making history as well as in preserving it. See, this article 
says: “Don’t destroy letters bearing the signatures of prominent leaders, 
past and present.” And this approach I like: “If you print a booklet 
don’t forget to give the library a chance to be included with other 
advertisers. Use it. The telephone number is ... .” and she goes on 
to give the most modern concept of library service in the historical 
setting that the library preserves. 


Milner: Speaking of making history, the month of April must have done 
that in Mississippi when we had two brand new shiny bookmobiles 
dedicated in the same month. 


Currier: Yes, wasn’t that a nice christening ceremony in Natchez. I es- 
pecially liked the cute little arrival cards Willie Dee Robbins sent out 
telling of the coming of the new “baby”. It was good to see the city 
and county officials there and to see how many visiting librarians 
had come to share the occasion. . 


Milner: That spirit of one for all and all for one always thrills me. 
Elenora Gralow and her whole staff from Lincoln County were there 
as well as Sarah Jones, field worker from Louisiana and two parish 
librarians from across the river. Martha Couty of our staff enjoyed 
the ceremony, too. It was a sort of homecoming for Martha since she 
worked in the Natchez school library for some time. 


Currier: It wasn’t exactly accurate to call that swanky new bookmobile 
a baby; it is really full grown as bookmobiles go. Had inside and 
outside shelving like our big one. Isn’t that a gay color job on it? 
Gerstenslager really can produce a pretty one, can’t they? 


Milner: Indeed they can. And what a nice unit is the second one dedi- 
cated in April in Jackson County! I know that many hands make 
light work and it was probably just as well that you and I were both 
there that week to assist Lola Kell in getting that one on the road. 
Is it customary to inaugurate service on such a heavy schedule as we 
had that week in Jackson County? 


Currier: No. Ordinarily all of the schools can be taken in their order 
along with less crowded, less hurried community stops. But in this 
case it was of utmost urgency that the rural schools get to see the 
bookmobile before their schools were out the last of April. And then, 
of course, all of the service clubs wanted to be first in getting it dis- 
played as part of their regular weekly luncheon programs. Wasn’t it 
exciting at the Kiwanis Club to hear Meredith Hardy of the Kiwanis 
Club, J. P. Frazier of the Library Board, and the other citizens of 
Pascagoula talk about their plans for future library development in 
their city and county? 
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Milner: The proudest person I met in Jackson County over the new 
bookmobile seemed to be Mrs. R. C. Eley, of Moss Point. 


Currier: And well she could be proud. If any one person can take credit 
for that county’s final cooperative move, it certainly might be Mrs. 
Eley. Ever since bookmobiles and countywide service and cooperation 
were first mentioned she has dreamed of such for her county. And at 
any time when splits seemed inevitable, when the going was rough, 
when it might have been easier to settle for less than the best Mrs. 
Eley was always right there standing firmly for a unified system of 
library service for county and city. 


Milner: I am eager to see how the new bookmobile circulation system 
works out in Jackson County. If that system they are copying from 
the one in Wayne County, Michigan, works, it will eliminate oceans 
of clerical work-routines. 


Currier: Since we realize that it is experimental in nature, we are all 
going to be studying it carefully. The Library Commission sent out 
descriptive notices about it to all the bookmobile librarians in the 
state. Nearly all of them have expressed an interest in the results 
and findings of that experiment. 


Milner: By the way, how are the regional “children” getting along these 
days? 


Currier: Well, I don’t get to see them as often as I would like. That’s 
the hardest part of a field worker’s life — just as you get right into 
the real spirit of a library and get to know its staff and its patrons, 
off you have to go to some other place and start all over again. But 
from what I hear of the regions they are going — and growing. For 
example, Jameson Jones, chairman of the Northeast Regional Library 
wrote the other day that I would have to inquire directions for find- 
ing the library in Corinth next time I came to town, since it was 
going to be so changed that I wouldn’t know it. Details from Augusta 
Richardson say that the headquarters building is being completely 
remodeled. 


Milner: Did they get the renovation done in time for the Centennial 
Celebration? 


Currier: Yes, they did. All week long during the Centennial the library 
held open house. And it was almost new house with front entrance 
completely changed, sheetrocked walls, new children’s department, loan 
desk moved to central entrance hall, and tiled floors. The building, 
you know, is 79 years old and has played an interesting part in 
Corinth’s progressive history. 


Milner: What is this I heard about a new branch in the Northeast Region? 


Currier: Yes, there is one just opened at Tishomingo. When that region 
was first set up it was not definitely known what type of service 
would suit Tishomingo best, so the Regional bookmobile served the 
community the first two years in order to determine whether a branch 
library should go in there or not. The response was such that the 
Board thought a branch was warranted. Mrs. Pauline McDougal has 
been appointed librarian. The formal opening date was May 15. It 
was quite an occasion with Mayor Charlie Trimm giving the welcome 
address and Hon. J. O. Southward, member of the legislature, serving 
as master of ceremonies (You know Mr. Southward is co-chairman 
of the Library Committee in the House of Representatives). Other 
officials there included Russell Bonds, chairman of the Tishomingo 
County Board of Supervisors and State Senator J. O. Clark. Board 
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members who helped launch the new library included Jameson Jones, 
chairman of the Regional Board and Roy Allen, of Belmont, chairman 
of the Tishomingo County Library Board. 


Milner: While we are speaking of children and how fast they grow, do 


let me tell you about our youngest child and what progress he is 
making. 


Currier: If you are referring to Lawrence County Library — go ahead. 
There’s nothing like a good dose of Lawrence County when one is 
ailing with discouragement. They have what it takes to pep you up 
about library service. But that library is so new and they have so 
little to go on. 


Milner: You ought to know by now that doesn’t matter to Lawrence 
County. If libraries have floats in parades, they’ll have one as they 
did at the inauguration of the Phalo Corporation. Mrs. C. A. Pounders 
keeps in close touch with her six branch station libraries throughout 
the county on a regular schedule of visits. The library now owns 800 
books! One Saturday recently Mrs. Iola Magee, board chairman, re- 
ported that they checked out 210 books in 3 hours and 15 minutes at 
headquarters in Monticello. I still say that they are the readin’est 
people! 


Currier: Something you have done, Mattie, that I certainly have been 
interested in watching is the display racks with subject materials that 
you have been taking from the Library Commission to the different 
libraries on your bookmobile tour. What do you call it — traveling 
library exhibit? 


Milner: Yes, and the idea was Fanny Taber’s. We have been most in- 
terested in seeing how the books circulate and the reaction to the 
exhibits. Just in case you have forgotten some of the details, here 
is the way the exhibits are arranged. In each red display rack Fanny 
puts about 20 books of non-fiction, some of which have not circulated 
within the last two or three years, therefore will not be in great 
demand, though they are all good books. Of course, the books on 
each exhibit all pertain to one subject, such as hobbies, vacations, etc. 
Then, any library visited by the bookmobile on its regular schedules 
can have one of the exhibits simply for the asking. The displays will 
be rotated from library to library so that each one will have an oppor- 
tunity to use the whole series. Generally speaking, we have found 
that, in each exhibit there would be 8 or 9 books that never circu- 
lated, but that the others would circulate from 2 to 6 times each. We 
are not upset because some of the books never circulate. Rather, the 
whole idea behind it is that the patrons have seen the display and 
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later on, when they want a book on Southern Heroes or Remarkable 
Women, they will remember having seen the display and ask the 
librarian about books on that subject. The other day I was pleasantly 
surprise to “catch” the Leake County librarian copying the red display 
racks. With a twinkle in her eye she said that they were just what 
she needed to put in her community stations this summer. By using 
them, it will be easy to keep the books together and to place them 
where they can be seen easily. 


Currier: Do they have other plans for improvement in Carthage? 


Milner: Yes, plans are underway to beautify the library grounds and 
thus cooperate with the city officials in a city-wide beautification 
project. A new library sign, rustic in design, and a rail fence are 
two additions. Then, flowers and shrubs are in the offing. Ere long, 
the library grounds should be as bright and cheerful as the cozy 
interior. 


Currier: Before I left the office yesterday I saw a note on your desk 
that said: “Mary Sherard on the air.” What did that mean? 


Milner: The Vicksburg Public Library has recently been wired for sound, 
so to speak. Mary Sherard has been broadcasting from their local 
station telling the patrons what they can find at their library. More 
news from Vicksburg tells of the visit to the library of the All Saints 
College class in children’s literature. Miss Adele Knowles teaches 
the class. I happened to be at the library with the Commission’s book- 
mobile that day. Had a good time explaining to the students how 
all the gadgets work on the bookmobile as well as to give them an all 
over picture of library development in the state. You should have 
seen how astounded they were to learn that Mississippi has 21 book- 
mobiles now. 


Currier: Is that the same Miss Knowles who gave Bay St. Louis that 
remarkably fine book collection? 


Milner: Yes, it is. 


Currier: Then I am certainly not surprised to find her taking the time 
and interest to bring her students from All Saints College to visit 
the Vicksburg Library. The book collection that she gave to Bay St. 
Louis was really a treasure. The quality and condition of the books 
made my mouth water when I saw them. 


Milner: The Bay St. Louis library is a thrilling example of rejuvenation. 
The valuable gift collection has spurred citizen interest until now the 
Supervisors have doubled their appropriation to the library and are 
renovating the building with county labor at no cost to the library. 


Currier: Heard any more wedding bells lately? 


Milner: Not since they rang for Annie Bess Roberts. She and R. W. 
Hinton were married May first. Is Manie Berry glad that R. W. 
is sympathetic with Annie Bess’ job as Branch Supervisor! And we 
do want him to keep in mind how scarce good librarians are. 


Currier: Sometimes I think that sympathetic husbands are about as 
necessary to cultivate as any other group in this question of library 
development. 


Milner: The personnel shortage grows more critical by the day. Ann 
McDonald is leaving as bookmobile librarian in the Capital Area 
Region to take graduate work at the University of North Carolina. 
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Currier: When I first heard that, it was certainly with mixed feelings. 
Ann has done a monumental job as director of that big bookmobile 
program. Miss Berry can’t say enough good things about her per- 
formance. But then, on the other hand, if we are to develop top-notch 
administrators she is just the type young person whom we want to 
take graduate work. So with sadness we are glad to see her go. The 
expanded program at Natchez and in Adams County has Willie Dee 
Robbins looking for a professional assistant, too. 


Milner: Augusta Richardson has a good position vacant on her staff 
now, as well as Jim Housel in First Region. Young people could cer- 
tainly do worse than plan to be librarians in this state. 


Currier: There are certainly some challenging opportunities here now. 
Speaking of opportunities, didn’t I hear from Mrs. Evans that you had 
two County supervisors on the bookmobile the last time you were in 
Jeff Davis County? 


Milner: Indeed we did. Never let it be said that a field worker missed 
a chance to snag a supervisor onto a bookmobile and to talk with 
them about library service. And just incidentally, to mention regional 
libraries. 


Currier: A regional library is certainly the answer for that county, as 
well as for many others. 


Milner: When I mentioned just now about never missing an oppor- 
tunity, I happened to think of Anona Jenkins’ essay contest that she 
has in Coahoma County every year. 


Currier: Essay contest? Don’t tell me that Anona writes essays? 


Milner: No, she doesn’t; but she has everybody else doing it. Every 
senior in all the high schools, in Coahoma County, that is. The Clarks- 
dale Printing Company gives a $15 first prize and a $10 second prize 
to the senior who writes the best essay on the general subject of what 
the Carnegie Public Library of Coahoma County has meant to him 
or her. The president of the Library Board goes with her each spring 
to make the awards. Delta State Teachers’ College helps out in their 
English Department with the judging. Certainly is a novel and 
effective way of causing students to formulate their ideas about the 
library and to analyze its services to them. 


Currier: Such interest in the library during high school days is bound 
to make more adult readers. Which brings me to the point of the 
interest in adult education throughout the state. 


Milner: How are you coming with the library-industry project for which 
the Library Commission received a grant of $6,250? 


Currier: It’s still in the formulative and exploratory stages thus far. 
Some concrete activity is beginning to shape up, especially in the 
current planning with the Manufacturers’ Association for their state- 
wide industrial safety campaign. 


Milner: Are the libraries going to be in on that? 


Currier: Yes, indeed. The Library Commission offered to the Board of 
Directors of the Manufacturers’ Association the services of the Com- 
mission and of the various libraries in different areas to show films, 
prepare displays, and disseminate materials on industrial safety. The 
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Association is planning a series of regional meetings throughout the 
state that will bring in all the industrial leaders and many of the 
workers. 


Milner: Sounds like a good chance for libraries to perform a much 
needed service, and to effect a cooperation with business men in each 
community. 


Currier: Mississippi had a good showing at the recent regional adult 
education conference in Mobile. Manie Berry, Eunice Eley, Fanny 
Taber, Elenora Gralow, Mary Sherard, and Mrs. Carolyn Hendrick, 
State PTA president, were there. Mrs. Hendrick is very much in- 
terested in reading and school libraries, and anything that has to do 
with the dissemination of information, so we have just about adopted 
her into the library profession. 


Milner: The closer we can work, as librarians, with other agencies 
the better job we can do. Just recently Mrs. Womble, librarian of the 
Wren Branch of the Tombigbee Regional Library, was telling me of 
the inclusion of her library on a home demonstration tour. Strictly 
non-library function, but perhaps more effective in spreading the word 
about the library than if it had been completely library sponsored. 


Currier: By the way, how was your tour to Louisiana? 


Milner: Fine. Kay Cooley and I went from the Library Commission 
staff to the meeting of the Louisiana Library Association in Monroe. 
It was time well spent. Louisiana’s older and more settled library 


program always has much to contribute to us who are her “younger 
sisters”. Their program was inspiring and it was good for both of us 
to see former teachers (the Library Commission now almost has an 
alumnae chapter of LSU-library school with three graduates from 
there on the staff) classmates and co-workers again. .. . Guess we 
had better get some sleep. Tomorrow’s another day — and sure to 
be a full one. A field worker’s day always is. 


Currier: Full and fun! 
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CANTON LIBRARY HOLDS OPEN HOUSE 
By Mrs. John B. Robinson, Librarian 


The open house which was held at the Canton Public Library 
Thursday, April 29, from three to five o’clock was under the auspices 
of the Canton Garden Club, the Green Thumbs, the Maids and Matrons 
and the Gardeneers Club. Receiving at the door were Miss Harriet 
Holmes and Miss Rae Ragsdale (teen-age library patrons). The chair- 
man of the Garden Center greeted the guests. The receiving line was 
composed of Mrs. John B. Robinson, librarian, who presented the guest 
of honor, Mrs. W. K. Smith of Satartia, State Chairman of Garden Cen- 
ters, Mrs. Jimmie Stewart, President of Canton Garden Club; and presi- 
dents of other clubs. Cakes and punch were served and music was 
furnished by club members and Mrs. J. W. Hale. The Library was beau- 
tifully decorated by the Garden clubs with lovely floral arrangements 
and the children’s room was decorated in the same way by the Maids 
and Matrons club. Over a hundred guests called during the afternoon. 
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BOOKMOBILE AS BRANCH LIBRARY 


(The enthusiasm of the Lee County Library for the use of 
the bookmobile as a branch library brought about a discussion 
of the value of a mobile branch as compared with a stationary 
branch. Since more libraries in the state are getting bookmobiles 
and since most Mississippi towns are growing and consideration 
should be given to serving the entire city as well as the entire 
county, this report seems very timely. This demonstration may 
be the means of promoting plans for better library service to 
city residents, who are often not reached by the library as well 
as rural people who have bookmobile or branch service.) 


Report from Lee County Library, (Tupelo, Population 11,527) 


In the spring of 1952 a group of community leaders who realized 
the need for an East Tupelo Branch Library, discussed the problem 
with Mrs. M. M. Foster, Chairman of the Library Board of Trustees, 
and Miss Halsell, librarian. As a result a room was rented for the library 
and with the help of East Tupelo community leaders it was repaired 
and redecorated. A basic list of books was supplied by the County Li- 
brary and a member of the staff assigned to work at the branch from 
2 pm to 5 pm Monday and Friday. The response of the community was 
fair but not 100 percent perfect. 



























































When the building in which the library was located was sold the 
latter part of 1952 and no other location could be found it was decided 
to use the bookmobile as a branch library — a plan which has worked 
with remarkable success. Two afternoons each week from 2 to 5 the 
bookmobile is parked on a vacant lot near the former branch library. 
Circulation has increased considerably — from 364 in October, 1953 to 
1,063 in April 1954. The library has more adult patrons. Every Friday 
afternoon the children come to talk about and to “review books” they 
like. Plans are being made to have an adult book review program on 


Monday afternoon. During the summer months there will be a story 
hour for children. 







































Advantages of using the bookmobile as a library branch are: 
1. It is more economical. The cost of driving the bookmobile over 
and using it for several hours each week is much less than renting and 
operating a permanent branch. 

















2. The book collection is more fluid. While at the former branch 
every effort was made to change the books often and add to them fre- 
quently now that the bookmobile goes back to headquarters after each 


branch service it is easier to replenish the shelves and look out for 
special requests. 
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3. There is a certain glamour of the bookmobile. It is something 
different and a reminder that THIS IS A LIBRARY. The branch library 
had an attractive sign but, after all. it was just another building, with- 
out glamour. 


4. The mobile branch gives the librarian time to “stop along the 
way”, making personal contacts with readers and potential readers. 


5. If the center of the community should change or for any other 
reason it becomes desirable to move the branch location it will be an 
easy matter to find another parking lot, since we are not tied down to 
a building lease. 
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AMERICAN HERITAGE PROJECT 


The value of the American Heritage Project to the library is no 
longer a matter of theory. We now have documentary proof of the 
extremely vital role it has in the program of the library. Below we quote 
the actual words of Mississippi hbrarians who have had American Heri- 
tage discussion groups. 


“A gradually widening group of citizens is realizing the potentiality 
of the public library as an educational agency.” 


“It developed non-library users into enthusiastic users and thus added 
to the public esteem of the library.” 


“It has given depth to the library program and incidentally added 
worthwhile materials to our shelves and files.” 


“It has revealed a ‘new world’ of reading, thinking, and citizenship 
responsibility to staff as well as to group members. It has proved that 
the library is a community center and not just a storehouse of books for 
children and old people.” 


“The most spectacular value of the American Heritage Project, and 
the one which has made the position of the library stronger in the com- 
munity is to be found in the depth of thinking and variety of attitudes 
of group members.” 


“It has increased staff pride. It has developed awareness on the 
part of both library staff and board members for more adult education 
activities. Working with other libraries throughout the State and Na- 
tional Project Offices is extremely valuable. Understanding the basic 
discussion technique and the carry-over value to other similar situations 
is something one would be willing to pay for.” 


“It has been the best publicity we have ever received. It has helped 
us grow. Our reading, choice of books and planning with other indi- 
viduals and groups have more depth now. It has brought splendid con- 
tacts with community organizations.” 


“It has given us personally a new awareness of what it means to 
be an American, creating a healthy curiosity of world, national, state 
and local affairs.” 


“It has improved our book selection, and has taught the staff how 
to plan and carry out other study and discussion groups. It has given 
a renewed faith in the ‘average American’, in his level of thinking and 
reading, his interest and his value as a part of our Democratic form of 
government.” 
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“It has been a great personal satisfaction in seeing a dream come 
true. A discussion group dealing with vital issues was one of my fondest 
hopes when this old Carnegie Library went into a full-time program. 
The leadership and funds provided by the American Heritage Project 
made it possible. To the staff it has brought an increased awareness of 
the educational responsibilities of the American Public Library, and has 
pointed the way toward realizing this responsibility.” 


“It has brought together persons of all religious, educational, social, 
financial and racial backgrounds and proved to them (a) how much 
they have in common, (b) the joy of talking it over, (c) the stimula- 
tion of disagreement, (d) that others have enlightened ideas, (e) that 
others have a right and reason for having different opinions (tolerance 
is new to some of us) and (f) that the Founding Fathers had the right 
idea and we must keep their idea alive.” 


“It gave a chance to talk about Democracy and experience it at 
the same time.” 


“The American Heritage discussion group set a pattern for complete 
independence of point of view which ‘spills over into other areas of 
group action in the community.” 


The real value of the American Heritage discussion group is to be 
found in people who participated and what has been reflected in com- 
munity life. Space will not allow quoting from discussion group members. 


We are now entering the third and final period of the Project as 
far as National sponsorship is concerned. There is still opportunity for 
other areas to organize groups. The library is missing out on something 
of extreme importance if it by-passes the American Heritage Project. 
Are you interested? If so write at once, while the new program is being 
planned, to Mrs. C. C. Clark, American Heritage, 403 State Office Build- 
ing, Jackson. 


—— 
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LIBRARY LOCKED — BOOKS STORED, or How a 
School Library can Spend the Summer 


When happens when summer time comes and the school library 
closes? Are the books locked up and put on the inactive list for all the 
long summer months? Is the public library too far away to be reached, 
or is there no public library? Are the children’s minds also “on vacation” 
or are they active and alert and do they go on learning even after 
school lets out? Do rural parents sigh because their children don’t have 
some of the advantages of the city child — one of which may be books 
to read? Do the children long for some place to find a good story, 
book on birds or how to make things, and must they wonder why grown 
folks don’t do something about it? 


One community did do something about it and, just because it was 
a large community with many favorable circumstances is no sign that 


the same kind of project can’t be promoted in other and smaller com- 
munities. 


This project, beginning in the summer of 1952, was sponsored by 
the PTA of the F. B. Woodley Elementary School in Hattiesburg. Oh, 
yes, Hattiesburg has a fine public library, with excellent service to 
children, so why should this school PTA concern itself with making pro- 
vision to keep the school library open during the summer? Because they 
wanted their children to have books close at hand, to have their own 
story hour and the jov of going often to the library — which they could 
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not do to the library way down in the heart of the city, and little chil- 
dren couldn’t go at all unless they were taken. 


The favorable circumstances under which this library was operated 
during the summer were: (1) The school principal was interested. Miss 
Nettye Holleman, who was formerly PTA state chairman of Reading 
and Library Service, was not afraid the school library books would be 
worn out or lost — or she valued the good of the children above the 
damage to the books; (2) PTA members were willing to sponsor the 
project, which meant many hours of work for them; (3) The Hattiesburg 
Public Library was glad to cooperate by lending books to supplement 
those owned by the school; (4) Miss Anna Roberts, librarian, and library 
science students at Mississippi Southern College gave valuable assistance 
in administering the library, and the Junior High School librarian, Miss 
Janie Sullivan, gave much of her time to the library. 


The school library was open from 9 to 12 five days a week. The 
success of the service was so evident that the same program was spon- 
sored again in the summer of 1953, with equal success. “The Mississippi 
Parent-Teacher” for May, 1954 gives an account of the project which 
says, in part: 


“One feature of the library that was particularly enjoyed was a 
‘Story Hour’. Another feature appreciated by the children was the oppor- 
tunity to browse to their hearts’ content, and to ‘talk over’ books with 
sympathetic adults. Children were encouraged to read in the library as 
well as to check books out for home reading.” 


Many communities would profit by following the example of the 
Hattiesburg PTA, particularly smaller communities with no library or 


inadequate library service. Organized libraries might extend their 
sphere of influence by cooperating with, or initiating such summer read- 
ing programs, lending books or perhaps offering to place school library 
books in the public library so that they would not have to be locked up. 


The Library Commission is glad to lend many books for the use of 
summer reading programs, anyone who is interested in seeing that chil- 
dren, and also adults, have books to read during the summer should, 
first of all, ask for help from his local public library. If there is no such 
service then by all means write to the Library Commission and ask for 
books for summer reading. In writing be sure to state the age level 
and type of books wanted. Librarians, trustees, and any good citizen 
can help to unlock the doors to a world of good reading. 


OUR NEIGHBORS MEET — IN ALABAMA AND IN OKLAHOMA 


There’s nothing quite like a good busman’s holiday. At least, that’s 
what reports indicate that come from the Mississippi librarians who have 
recently visited other state association meetings. The last week in April 
Fanny Taber went to Alabama as Conference guest while Lura Currier 
was on the program of the Oklahoma State Library Association. 


At Montgomery they looked back; at Stillwater they looked ahead. 





How fitting that Fanny Taber should be present when the Alabama 
Library Association celebrated its Golden Anniversary. It was she who 
administered the Rosenwald Fund some years ago that actually brought 
about the creation of the state agency in Alabama. While she was on 
leave of absence as librarian of Alabama Woman’s College she plowed 
the first ground that produced the Alabama Public Library Service 
Division. 
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In the Montgomery meeting, reports Fanny Taber, they celebrated 
this fiftieth anniversary in befitting fashion. It was a gala occasion as 
the Association looked back at its early beginnings, its defeats and its 
struggles, and then turned its attention to plans for the future. Mr. 
Quincey Mumford, president-elect of the American Library Association, 
and Helen Wessels, editor of LIBRARY JOURNAL, spoke at the luncheon 
Tommie Dora Barker, director of Emory University Library School, and 
Fanny Taber, administrative assistant of the Mississippi Library Com- 
mission, both of whom had taken an active part in the Association’s 
early work, were among the speakers at the morning session. Miss 
Barker talked on progress in library training in the South, and Miss 
Taber told of past adventures of the Association. 



































(Editor’s note: Word has come from some who attended the meeting 
that Fanny really laid them in the aisles.) 











The afternoon session of the Alabama meeting was a discussion of 
the future plans for Alabama’s libraries led by Gretchen Schenk, acting 
director of the Alabama Public Library Service Division, and Jerrold 
Arne, librarian of the Air University Library. The banquet was unique 
and delightful. The resourceful program director, Mrs. Lois Green, had 
collected a remarkable assortment of costumes from old trunks in the 
attics of Troy. The Association members blossomed out in these clothes 
of years ago, acting their parts in celebration of this Golden Anniversary. 
































Oklahoma, having less than 50 years of total state history, spent 
their program time in making ambitious plans for the future of library 
development. In the first session library leaders discussed the present 
library situation. Lura Currier says their low per capita support, the 
more than a million people without library service, and the other gloomy 
statistics made her feel much at home and very sympathetic with the 
big job to be done there. State Librarian, Ralph Hudson, unfolded 
his plan for statewide coverage, after which a former member of the 
legislature spoke of how librarians might get the results they were 
seeking. Lura Currier was the luncheon speaker. The burden of her 
message, which was entitled “Library Development — The Human Ele- 
ments” was that it can be done (or at least it can be started; certainly 
there was no insinuation that it had been already done in Mississippi) 
and that librarians are the most important factors in getting the job 
done. She related down-to-earth experiences that Mississippi librarians 
have had in their recent regional library development. 





















































Following the luncheon meeting the association members were di- 
vided into groups. In each group specific problems that would arise in 
implementing such a program as presented by Ralph Hudson were 
examined. High ALA officials comprised the remainder of the Associa- 
tion programs, with Flora B. Ludington, ALA president, as the banquet 
speaker, and David Clift, ALA executive secretary and Julia Bennett, 
head of the ALA’s Washington office, as the Saturday luncheon speaker. 


Mrs. Currier reports, in commenting on the Oklahoma trip, “One can 
certainly not get the high enthusiasm that is characteristic of the Okla- 
homa librarians into any objective reporting about a mere library meet- 
ing. With such a frank appraisal of their existing conditions and with 
such determination to remove those conditions, there is certainly no 
doubt that Oklahoma’s plan for good library coverage is going to be put 
into effect. And my prediction is that it won’t take forever, either. Inci- 
dentally, Southern hospitality had better look to its laurels; there’s a 
mighty lot of that stuff called hospitality out West, too, especially among 
Oklahoma librarians. 


Aside from the meeting, high water marks of the Oklahoma visit 
included a chance to see two of the country’s most beautiful new library 






























































_— 
base 


a mw eh et pe oc SC 


LIBRARY NEWS 69 





buildings, Oklahoma City’s Public Library and the out-of-this-world col- 
lege library at A. & M. in Stillwater, as well as a visit to the University 
campus at Norman and a first hand view of the adult education project 
being conducted in Nowata County, Oklahoma, under the auspices of 
the A. & M. College Library in conjunction with one of the ALA’s adult 
education grants.” 
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A NEW ZEALANDER DROPS BY 


This time the accent was from Down Under as a New Zealand 
librarian, A. G. W. Dunningham, city librarian of Dunedin, came to 
visit the Library Commission and to see some of Mississippi’s larger 
units of service in operation. With only one plus days to spend in the 
state, Mr. Dunningham missed what is becoming known as the “full 
Mississippi treatment”; however, he did get to visit in several spots as 
well as to have a half day of Conferences at the Library Commission 
regarding the methods employed in the handling of state aid. Of par- 
ticular interest to Librarian Dunningham and the target of his very 
penetrating and analytical questions, was the three-fold method of aid- 
ing libraries based upon their needs, their administrative size, and their 
local situations. He visited the headquarters of the Capital Area Regional 
Library in Raymond where Manie Berry gave him a picture of the tech- 
niques employed in giving library service to a wide geographical area. 


Happening along just as the field staff was planning their annual 
visit to the library science department at MSCW, he went with Mattie 
Milner and Lura Currier in the state bookmobile to Columbus and talked 
to the students there the following day. They enjoyed his presentation 
of the differences that he had observed in library service in his country, 
this country and in England where ke has visited. He told of his first 
visit to the United States in the early 30s when he and two New Zealand 
librarians were guests of the Carnegie Corporation to study library 
organization in this country with an eye to going home and setting up 
whatever of its methods were applicable to his country. Now, he reports, 
their experience has been like all other libraries; the small, independent 
units will not take care of complete library coverage and they must 
consolidate and enlarge their administrative units in order to get the 
most economical and effective service. 


.) 
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X. LIBRARY COMMISSION APPROPRIATION 


The 1954 session of the Mississippi State Legislature made an appro- 
priation of $191,175.00 for the Library Commission for the biennium July 
1, 1954-June 30, 1956. This is a reduction of $13,625.00 over the last 
appropriation but, considering the problems facing the recent session, was 
not unexpected since most state agencies received cuts. This legislature 
was concerned primarily with a new program for public schools, which 
appropriation was not passed in its entirety. 
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XI. NEED BOOKS? 


The book holdings of the Library Commission now totals about 
60,000. About 15,000 of these were bought by the special fund set up 
by the legislature for Service to the Colored Race. Circulation for the 
year to both colored and white people is around 60,000. During the 
school term many books are loaned to schools. In the summer time the 
shelves are pretty full, particularly of children’s books — though the 
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adult collection is becoming larger and covers a wider range. We want 
the books to be used. Libraries, clubs, library training agencies and 
individuals need not go without books for summer time use since they 
may be had just for the asking. If you want to borrow a collection of 
books for the children’s reading, to start or supplement service to negroes, 


or for any other use write to The Library Commission, State Office 
Building, Jackson. 
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XII. SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 


(In response to a request for information about the annual meeting 
Dorothy M. Crosland, president, sent the following notes.) 


The dates of the next S.E.L.A. Conference are September 30 - October 
1-2. Headquarters will be the Atlanta Biltmore Hotel. Mrs. Joseph E. 
Boyd, President of the Atlanta Library Club and Librarian of the Inman 
Park Branch, Atlanta Public Library, is Program Chairman. Ray Hum- 
mel, State Library, Richmond, Virginia; Stanley West, Director of Libra- 
ries, University of Florida; and Sarah Maret, President of the Georgia 
Library Association and Regional Librarian, Athens, Georgia, are the 
other members of the program Committee. 


On Thursday night, Mr. James Saxon Childers, author, book col- 
lector, and Editor of the Atlanta Journal will speak. For Friday night, 


we tried to get Adlai Stevenson, but because of his illness he had to 
refuse. 








We hope to have Norman Cousins, Saturday Review. We think we 
may have a theme built around Books and Publishing. We would love 


to have Hodding Carter, if we could get him. We also hope to have 
Helen Ferris. 


re’ 


XIII. MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


1. Annual Meeting, October 22 & 23, 1954, Heidelberg Hotel, Jackson 
Announcement by Manie Berry, President 























This is the time and the place when everybody gets together for a 
good time and an inspirational program. Mark this date on your pro- 
gram and plan to be there. Among the distinguished speakers will be 
Mrs. Grace Stevenson, Associate Executive Secretary of the American 
Library Association. There will also be a number of other well-known 
authors and professional leaders on the program. The attendance last 
year was good and we hope it will be even better this year. Plan to 
meet us at the association meeting. 





4). 
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2. “The Mississippi Library Association is run by a clique. Just a 
few people run things. They always put the same people on committees.” 
Have you heard this before? We have, and therefore we thought the 
following quotation, sent in by a member of THE CLIQUE, seems quite 
appropriate to print: 


“THE CLIQUE IN THE CLUB 


Word has been received by the Board of Directors of your club (or 
Association) that it is being run by a CLIQUE. Upon investigation we 
find this statement is true. Furthermore we find THE CLIQUE com- 
posed of faithful members who are present at every meeting, who accept 
appointments to committees, who give willingly of their time, energies 
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and efforts, and who sincerely believe that the more one puts into his 
club, (or Association) the more he will get out of it. There is no question 
that the enthusiasm, responsibility and efforts of these members are of 
inestimable value to your club (or Association). And we would, there- 
fore suggest that you join THE CLIQUE. It is not a difficult matter 
to do so — in fact, it is very easy. Begin by attending meetings reg- 
ularly; take a more lively interest in club (or Association) activities; 
make helpful, constructive suggestions, and accept responsibilities to 
serve on committees; show a continued interest in all affairs pertaining 
to your club (or Association). Before you realize it, you will become a 
member of THE CLIQUE and you will be surprised to know how anxious 
they are to have you.” 


Adapted from writings of A. Stanley Ezekiel. Approved for re- 
Tes. By The Executive Committee, MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSO- 
CIATION. 


4) 
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3. Membership 


Association membership, as given by Mrs. Claudia Landrum, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Clinton, is: Individual — 268; Institutional — 27. Indi- 
vidual members are classified as follows: 


School — 92; Junior College — 17; Senior College — 28; Public — 70; 
Special — 14; Retired — 2; Trustees — 35; Friends, Publishers & Adver- 
tisers — 10. 


The following current membership list has not been previously 
printed: 


Abney, Mrs. Roberta, Lbn. Amory High School 

Alexander, Mrs. Josephine, Lbn. All Saints Episcopal Jr. College, 
Vicksburg 

Ac. Mrs. Mose, Trustee, Tallahatchie County Public Library, 

ippo 

Anselm, Bro., S. C., Lbn. St. Aloysius High School, Vicksburg 

Armstrong, Margaret, Lbn. Coffeeville High School 

Bascot, Mabel, Lbn., George S. Gardner High School, Laurel 

Bailey, Scott, Trustee, Meridian Public Library 

Barton, Mrs. Kate Turner, Ass’t Prof. of Library Science, M.S.C.W. 

Blumenfeld, Mrs. Mena, Trustee, Oktibbeha County Library, Stark- 
ville 

Bowie, Mrs. Laure M., Lbn. Durant High School 

Brady, Mrs. Tom, Jr., Trustee, Lincoln County Library, Brookhaven 

Brewer, Mrs. N. C., Jr., Trustee, Greenwood-Leflore Public Library 

Brister, Mabel, Cataloger, DSTC, Cleveland 

Brown, Fannie, Lbn. Ruleville School Library 

Brown, Mrs. Hilton, Lbn., Summit High School 

Brown, Mrs. Marice C., Lbn., Calhoun High School, Laurel 

Bull, Susie, Lbn., Stephen D. Lee High School, Columbus 

Bullen, Mrs. Ida Andrus, Asst. Lbn. Tombigbee Reg. Lib., West Point 

Bullen, Robert W., Documents Lbn. Miss. State College, Starkville 

Byrd, Mrs. May Evelyn, Lbn., Moss Point High School 

Candlass, Mrs. John M., Lbn. Marshall County AHS, Lamar 

Chsim, Callie D., Lbn. Hollandale High School 

Clark, Mrs. B. F., Lbn. Bond High School, Louisville 

Clark, Mrs. Jennie Beth, Lbn., Columbia High School 

Claudia, Sister Mary, Lbn. St. Mary of the Pines, Chatawa 

Collins, Z’Milla, Lbn., Canton High School Library 
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Collins, Hon. Ross A., Trustee, Meridian Public Library 

Coltharp, Sue, Lbn., Potts Camp High School 

Cook, Mrs. Irene, Children’s Lbn., Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Davis, Mildred W., Periodicals Lbn., University of Mississippi 

Dickson, Mrs. Sara D., Lbn., Tallahatchie County Public Library, 
Charleston 

Dominic, Brother, S. C., Lbn. St. Stanislaus, Bay St. Louis 

Donald, Mrs. Verna, Lbn., Moorhead Public Library 

Franklin, Mrs. F. S., Lbn. Redwood High School 

a. Mrs. R. Douglas, Trustee, Harriette Person Mem. Library, Port 

ibson 

Gardner, Mrs. Hazel, Lbn. Northeast Mississippi Junior College, 
Booneville 

Gillespie, Mrs. W. M., Trustee, Tallahatchie County Library, Charles- 


ton 

Gillis, Nannie, Trustee, Pike County Library, McComb 

Gladney, Mrs. Edwin, Lbn., Lobutcha High School, McCool 

Going, Mrs. N. W., Lbn. Byhalia High School 

Graham, Mrs. James, Trustee, Tallahatchie County Library, Sumner 

Greer, Mrs. W. H., Lbn., Utica High School 

Harris, Bess Hale, Lbn. Big Black Spec. Con. School, Kilmichael 

Hart, Mrs. Sadye F., Trustee, Jackson Public Library 

Hatten, Mrs. M. Pete, Trustee, Carnegie-Gulfport Library 

Hawkins, Mrs. Bessie P., Trustee, Tallahatchie County Library, 
Charleston 

Hayes, Dorothy, Lbn., Greenwood-Leflore Public Library 

Hosford, Mrs. Nancy, Lbn., Montgomery County Library, Winona 

Howard, Mrs. Martha S., Lbn. V. A. Hospital Library, Jackson 

Jenkins, Bennie, Lbn., Grenada High School 

Jones, Mrs. L. L., Lbn., Meadville High School 

Jordan, Mabel, Lbn., Lucedale High School 

Kelly, D. K., Trustee, Greenwood-Leflore Public Library 

Kemp, Mrs. T. C., Lbn., S. D. Lee Jr. High School, Columbus 

King, Mrs. Roy, Trustee, Lincoln County Library, Brookhaven 

Kittle, Grace, Lbn., Minter City High School 

Lang, Mrs. Martha Lagrone, Catalog Lbn., Dept. Archives & History, 
Jackson 

Laney, Mrs. L. R., Lbn., New Hope Cons. School, Columbus 

Lee, Mrs. Grif C., Lbn., Anguilla High School 

Leonard, E. C., Trustee, Meridian Public Library 

Levy, Mrs. Nathan, Jr., Waterways Experiment Station, Vicksburg 

Love, Mary, Lbn., Jackson City Schools 

Loyola, Sister Mary, Lbn., St. Aloysius, Meridian 

McCamley, Mrs. Dorothy, Bookkeeper, Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

McCoy, Elizabeth, Teacher-Lbn., Gillsburgh High School, Peoria 

McMullen, Bernice, Teacher-Lbn., Bay Springs 

Malone, Mrs. M. Rex, Lbn., Miss. Soc., D.A.R., Trustee Quitman 
County Library, Darling 

Martin, Mrs. Ruth C., Booneville 

Mathews, Mrs. W. C., Member of Library Commission Board, Tupelo 

Miller, Mrs. Sara H., Lbn., Eupora Spec. Cons. High School 

Mitchell, Mrs. Lora, Lbn., Humphreys High School, Itta Bena 

Morgan, Mrs. Aaron, Lbn., Lawhon Jr. High School, East Tupelo 

Mounger, Mrs. S. G., Trustee, Greenwood-Leflore Co. Library 

Nave, Mrs. A. E., Teacher-Lbn., Heidelberg Cons. School 

Oswalt, Mrs. Frank, Lbn., Copiah-Lincoln Jr. College, Wesson 

Palmer, Mrs. Mary S., Lbn. Chalybeate High School 

Perrault, Katrina A., Adult Assistant, Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Person, W. T., Trustee, Greenwood-Leflore Public Library 
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Ramsey, Mrs. Aucy M., Lbn., Cleveland High School, Merigold 

Ray, Mrs. Gertrude W., Lbn., Ashland Cons. High School 

Ray, Mrs. O. C., Teacher-Lbn., Arkabutla High School 

Reed, Grace, Secretary, Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Regina, Sister Mary, Lbn., St. Joseph’s School, Greenville 

Reynolds, Elizabeth, Lbn., Leland High School 

Richardson, Mrs. Augusta B., Director, N. E. Reg. Lib., Corinth 

Rita, Sister M.R.S.M., Lbn. St. Francis Xavier jicademy, Vicksburg 

Robinson, Virginia C., Associate Lbn., M.S.C.W 

Rowzee, Mrs. Gertrude, Lbn., Hinds Jr. College, Raymond 

Sandifer, Mrs. Marion D., Cataloger, Jackson-Carnegie Public Library 

Saville, Mahala, Reference Lbn. University of Mississippi 

Scholastica, Sr., Lbn., The Cathedral Schools, Natchez 

Shearer, Mrs. Willie H., Secretary, Capital Area Regional Library, 
Raymond 

shesea. Mary, Lbn., Vicksburg Public Library 

Skelton, Alan G., Head Lbn., Waterways Exp. Station, Vicksburg 

Smith, Nellie Ford, Lbn., Kosciusko High School 

Smith, Mrs. R. B., Lbn. Booneville Public Library 

Sneed, Pearl, Lbn., Jackson-Carnegie Public Library 

Sowell, Marion Joyce, Asst. Lbn., Hinds Jr. College, Raymond 

Spivey, Marie, Catalog Lbn., Lib. Research Center, Waterway Ex- 
periment Station, Vicksburg 

Stone, Alfred, Trustee, Greenwood-Leflore Public Library 

Stubblefield, Mrs. L. H., Chairman, Trustees, Tallahatchie County 
Library, Oakland 

Sullivan, Janey E., Lbn., Hawkins Jr. High School, Hattiesburg 

Taber, Fanny, Administrative Assistant, Miss. Library Commission 

Tait, Mrs. Ida M., Lbn., Richton High School 

Taylor, Mrs. Ernest Cw High School Lbn., Starkville 

Tedder, Mrs. T. H., School Lbn., Red Lick 

Teller, Landman, Trustee, Vicksburg Public Library 

Thompson, Mrs. H. L., Lbn., Louisville Public Schools 

Tillson, Mrs. Miriam A., Lbn., Taylorsville High School 

Toles, Mrs. Mary Otis, Lbn., Jr. High School, Meridian 

Varnado, Mrs. Lucy W., Lbn., Osyka High School 

— Mrs. J. F., Trustee, Lincoln County Public Library, Brook- 

aven 
Ware, Philip, Trustee, Pascagoula City Library 
——— Mrs. Irvine, Trustee Lowndes County Library, Colum- 


Welsh, " Mey Ann, Ref. Lbn., Research Center Lib., Waterways Ex- 
periment Station, Vicksburg 

Whitten, Mrs. J. B., Lbn., Dublin High School, Clarksdale 

Williams, E. Louise, Lbn., Medical Lib. State Board of Health, Jackson 

Williams, Mrs. J. B., Lbn., Volley School, Greenwood 

Williams, Marion Jones, Assistant Lbn., M.S.C.W., Columbus 

Wilson, Mrs. Annie, Lbn., Oxford Public Library 

Wilson, Mrs. Carl S., Lbn., Crosby Special Cons. School 

Youngblood, Virgil, Trustee, Lincoln County Library, Brookhaven 


Institutions 


All Saints Episcopal College Library, Vicksburg, Josephine Alex- 
ander, Lbn. 

Bond High School Library, Louisville Mrs. B. F. Clark, Lbn. 

Canton High School Library; Z’Milla Collins, Lbn. 

Greenwood-Leflore Public Library; Dorothy Hayes, Lbn. 

Holmes County Library, Durant; Mrs. R. W. Rhyne, Jr., Lbn. 

Jackson-Carnegie Public Library, Pearl Sneed, Head Lbn. 

Lincoln County Library, Brookhaven, Elnora Graylow, Lbn. 
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University of Miss. Library, Sykes Hartin, Director 

Pascagoula City Library, Mrs. Lola L. Kell, Lbn. 

Silver City Consolidated High School Library, Mrs. S. F. Davis, Lbn. 
St. — School Library, Jackson, Sister Mary Aurelia, R.S.M., 


Tallahatchie County Library, Charleston, Mrs. Sara D. Dickson, Lbn. 
Union County Library, New Albany, Mrs. W. F. Smith, Lbn. 


Additional memberships are solicited. Individual dues $1.00, Insti- 
tutional dues $2.50. 














